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Current Affairs
May (08-17) 2026 (08 May - 17 May, 2026)

Which country assumed the Chair of the Common Criteria Development Board
(CCDB) in May 20267? 5 2026 # f&® Z37 7 &1AT HE AT saeTHie are (CCDB) & sTeqedT U il ?

A. Germany s+ B. India wre

C. United States s wror smfiar D. Japan s

Correct Answer: B

Explanation: India successfully took over the chairmanship of the Common Criteria Development Board (CCDB) in May
2026, boosting its global standing in cybersecurity and IT product standards certification.

Union Agriculture Minister authored a newly released book capturing the life
and governance of PM Narendra Modi. What is the title of the book? Fsr &y &= & Truw T
HIET & S{a A7 96 T AT U 75 T60d (@l 5 | 59 T &7 N6 #4975 ?

A. Modi@20 #rEr@20 B. Karmayogi s =mir

C. Apnapan =19 D. India First sfsar e

Correct Answer: C

Explanation: The book titled 'Apnapan' was authored by the Union Agriculture Minister to illustrate the unique aspects
of public governance and personal leadership of Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

Under the provisions enacted in the 2023 legislation, who currently chairs the
selection committee responsible for appointing Election Commissioners in India? 2023 %
T H AN TTTHET & dad, TAAM § AT H A1 A Fd 1 Ol (o & (10 [HE T2 qiAfd & sreraar
HIT FATE ?

A. The Prime Minister same= B. The Chief Justice of India ywe & g =gmamdsr

C. The President of India wra & wrgafea D. The Union Law Minister @& @m= 7=
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Correct Answer: A

Explanation: As per the Chief Election Commissioner and other Election Commissioners Act, the selection panel for
appointing Election Commissioners is chaired by the Prime Minister.

The Union Home Ministry recently notified the operational rules for which
prominent piece of legislation in May 2026? &= 1&g 53Teid T &Tcf &1 & 7% 2026 7 fd T &g &
o aft=res fraet & srfogfaa fmar g 2

A. Digital Personal Data Protection Rules fsfseer B. New Criminal Code Rules @ sravrfus wfgar

C. Disaster Management Rules sraat sea= fraer p- Cﬁitize(nsﬁhip)(éarggrzlgzr:ent) Fllles, 210

Correct Answer: D

Explanation: The Union Home Ministry issued official notifications containing the functional and registration
frameworks for the Citizenship (Amendment) Rules, 2026.

Which state's judiciary became the country's first to achieve completely

paperless status in May 2026? 75 2026 & @& 7755 &l =A@ 90 d78 § T d (RTS8 d) &
TAT ST &0 aTCAT I3 &l TECAT ~ATIAT (AR a7 775, 2

A. Kerala #ver B. Sikkim fafeme

C. Goa wrar D. Himachal Pradesh feam=er weor

Correct Answer: B

Explanation: Sikkim's judicial system achieved a milestone in May 2026 by transitioning entirely into a digital,
paperless environment across all its functional tiers.

ISR The Ministry of Ayush sighed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to
enhance multilingual digital access with which division? = #=rem 7 aguTT fefFee W= ar
TG & (T [ THTT & 9T U a9 ar ST9 (MoU) 9% T faw 2

A. Digital India BHASHINI Division fsfseer sfsar

s B. National Informatics Centre sz g==r fasm &=

c. NITI Aayog ifer wminT D. CDAC #r-2=%
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Correct Answer: A

Explanation: The collaboration with the Digital India BHASHINI Division focuses on deploying Al-powered translation
tools to make wellness and Ayush education accessible in multiple local languages.

NITI Aayog recently launched a dedicated governance portal called the 'CPO
Portal'. What does CPO stand for? =ifq =T 7 &1e7 &1 & 'CPO Tiee ATH& Ud qHfId 9ma= portal
@t ferar &[] CPO &T I €7 #4T & ?

A:&Central Procurement Officer szer s B. Chief Project Oversight s s siavamse

C. Community Progress Office s=gf+<t e sifwer D. Central Prabhari Officer sz snmr =itfrae

Correct Answer: D

Explanation: The Central Prabhari Officer (CPO) Portal launched by NITI Aayog is a digital initiative meant to
streamline governance tracking and real-time project implementation across aspirational districts.

The Cabinet has officially notified the creation of a new zonal railway, the
'South Coast Railway'. Where will its headquarters be located? Ffa=e 7 srfuarfia aiv ©w o 90
TAT A, FIIY Aee TAd (I e vod) & (v &7 srfagtad fmar § | 9 r qeareT @at e g 2

A. Visakhapatnam fasmara=== B. Secunderabad fagevmEme

C. Vijayawada faszarst D. Bhubaneswar ya=war

Correct Answer: A

Explanation: The newly functional South Coast Railway (SCoR) Zone will have its core administrative headquarters set
up at Visakhapatnam in Andhra Pradesh.

The CPGRAMS portal, frequently in the news, serves what primary function for
a common citizen? &7 AT # 787 AT CPGRAMS TIEeT Udh 3AH AN & (1T T I HE e wedr

77
A. Registering for welfare subsidies @emoarr B. Filing grievances regarding public service
afersT & (AT d=ier delivery ara=faa &at faavor & gary & o a1 &

C. Accessing agricultural land records sfyyfa fr=rs D. Applying for passports online ==ers= 9= &
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Correct Answer: B

Explanation: Centralized Public Grievance Redress and Monitoring System (CPGRAMS) is an online platform for
citizens to log issues and track responses related to public service delivery across ministries.

India has been intensely examining a legal framework called the 'Blocking

Statute'. What is the primary purpose of this statute? «wva =7tf& ===g2" (Blocking Statute)
TS U G S T TET THIET §7 T&T & | 9 ST &7 AT 06 3297 3477 ?

B. Insulating domestic companies from

A. Blocking harmful social media content unilateral foreign sanctions sve st ar

BT Grerer media STHIT T &A1 AT

Bty wfrat &
C. Restricting illegal financial outflows =rar D. Banning speculative cryptocurrency trading
fa<tr= afsats & wiaetua &7 AT R a T ZfET 9% Tiqasr aomET

Correct Answer: B

Explanation: A Blocking Statute helps legally insulate domestic companies and assets from complying with extra-
territorial laws or unilateral economic sanctions levied by foreign nations.

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) eased outward remittance norms for non-bank
entities, mandating that cross-border outward remittances for non-trade current
accounts must be routed through which specific channel? iz = & (RBI) 7 To-a dearei
& forT aTEer awor (outward remittance) AFEST & &It &1 &, 9 qgd IT-SATIT AT @TAT & (10 FET I G187
ST & e faferse S9er & aresT & v famar ST a2

A. Payment Gateways T irea B. Small Finance Banks =ter wrs<ia ¥

C. Authorised Dealer (AD) Category-l banks

Ry ST (AD) ST S D. NBFC Infrastructure Funds NBFC g a=7 %e

Correct Answer: C

Explanation: The RBI directed that all cross-border outward remittances for non-trade current account transactions via
non-banks must be routed strictly via Authorised Dealer (AD) Category-I banks to maintain standard capital tracking.

In May 2026, CTBC Bank became the first Taiwanese bank to inaugurate its
physical branch in India. Where is this branch located? =5 2026 #, CTBC §& W & 319+ Wifas
IITET FT ISHTET HT aTAT IEAT TG S & 9T | T8 ITET Fal (4T & 2

himquiz.com
Study Material « Mock Tests ¢ Online Courses ¢ Practice Tests  Current Affairs | Page 4 of 18



\,
.-
1

1 -
i1

uuuuuuuu

LEARNING LOCUS

HIM

ONLINE MOCK TEST PLATFORM

A. GIFT City, Gujarat firee fa<t, e B. Mumbai F=%

C. Bengaluru s D. New Delhi 7% faeetr

Correct Answer: A

Explanation: CTBC Bank established its landmark branch at the Gujarat International Finance Tec-City (GIFT City),
marking a big step in Indo-Taiwanese economic and banking infrastructure links.

According to recent economic indicators published in mid-May 2026, India has

officially bypassed which country to become the world's fourth-largest economy? < 2026 %
T 5 W91 JTTAAT AT Hehadi & AT, W ST qIT 97 e T30 fT TSTSHT gAT i S 0IT Jae
TET T HTEIT T IAT R ?

A. United Kingdom z=rse= fdresr B. Germany s+

C. Japan s D. France w=

Correct Answer: C

Explanation: By outperforming growth projections in real and nominal GDP metrics, India climbed past Japan to
confidently claim the position of the world's 4th largest economic entity.

Under the PM E-Drive scheme, which state received the deployment approval
for 1,243 EV chargers with a budgetary layout of £123.26 crore? TIuH -39 J5T & dad,
e T FT $123.26 FS & T TREHT & AT 1,243 4T ATSTH &l qATT a0t Ha ol (Her & 2

A. Maharashtra serrs B. Tamil Nadu afae=rs

C. Gujarat e D. Karnataka #=tes

Correct Answer: D

Explanation: Karnataka secured a major green mobility grant under the PM E-Drive framework for the rapid build-out
of 1,243 advanced EV charging docks to support urban electric transport networks.

Masali, which was recently recognized as India's first border solar village, is
located in which district of Gujarat? TarT, fe aTer &7 5§ Wa & Tao aETadr | ur (border solar
village) & €7 & AT=raT &7 7 &, 00T & (e forer & ferear 2
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A. Kutch #== B. Banaskantha s=maeier

C. Patan qre D. Jamnagar s

Correct Answer: B

Explanation: Masali, located within the Banaskantha district near the border line of Gujarat, successfully transformed
its power infrastructure into 100% locally sustained solar grids.

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) introduced fresh relief packages and relaxed
loan-restructuring norms specifically targeting which category of borrowers? v e
& (RBI) 7 fqure &7 & e ST & IUTRATSA &l AT 0 5T A TR Tl A7 RU-TAIST AMEST 7 @t &b
7

A. Disaster-affected borrowers ==t mrfaa B. MSME exporters affected by shipping crises
IUNFHAT forfiar dae & warfaa wruauas Famas

C. First-time student loan applicants w==iraw ==  D. Rural startups focused on organic farming
FT & (AT AT FT qTer Sifae & 9 Hfaa uTHr EEeerT

Correct Answer: A

Explanation: To alleviate immediate economic suffering, the RBI relaxed asset-classification and restructuring
mandates specifically for borrowers directly impacted by severe natural disasters.

India is heavily reliant on foreign imports for its agricultural inputs. Currently,

what percentage of its ammonia-based urea fertilizer does India import? ywa =197 #f¥ 577
& o FaasiT e 92 Tl AT & | IaAT 3, M ST SETET AT AT 397 &l [hd=T JTaerd ST
FATE ?

A. Nearly 15% =naT 15% B. Nearly 25% =T 25%

C. Nearly 45% =T 45% D. Nearly 75% =T 75%

Correct Answer: C

Explanation: Industrial estimates published in mid-May reveal India still needs to bring in nearly 45% of its required
ammonia-based urea through international markets, emphasizing the urgency for green-ammonia alternatives.
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India has officially emerged as holding the world's largest Metro Rail
Network. ¥ sfaarfa Tiv 7 gfar & I IS Hlr N & €T H T F |
A. 2nd &% B. 4th =rr
C. 3rd d=v D. 5th o=+

Correct Answer: C

Explanation: With extensive lines opening across multiple Tier-1 and Tier-2 cities, India has steadily overtaken
western networks to rank as the 3rd largest metro operational network globally.

Which international financial publication/body awarded the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) the global 'Initiative of the Year' award? &= siqer = fa<i= garo= /e 7 v
fesra §= (RBI) &1 afvas sfaferufes sitw T $97 (Initiative of the Year) I¥&ar & qwAT T 2

A. London Central Banking = &g afdT B. International Monetary Fund siaerssra gar &7

C. World Bank fava 3« D. Bloomberg Markets swant atdes

Correct Answer: A

Explanation: The Central Banking publication based in London conferred this award on the RBI for outstanding risk
management, technological deployment, and macroeconomic stabilization policies.

Government officials confirmed that the upcoming recalculation of the new
GDP series will explicitly omit data from which major financial source? svarT srfusrfat
gfte &t & o 75 ST ST & ST TroET & e s faiier &d & SeT & 80 €9 8 9T &t 3
STET ?

A. Corporate tax filings staive 2= wrsfem B. Wholesale Price Index @& go=r g=&i®
C. Commercial banking logs arforfege Sfer @t D. UPI Transaction Data gdrems &=== Ser

Correct Answer: D

Explanation: To prevent data duplication and velocity-driven valuation errors, technical panels have decided to
exclude raw UPI transaction volumes from core baseline calculations of the new GDP base series.
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India's first Artificial Intelligence-enabled block-level monsoon forecasting

system was launched in May 2026 by which organization? 7= 2026 & f&& H3Te gFT W &1 T80T
T TRivraeT Sefasia-Tarm sl -Sqi T A A A T S& [RaT 391 o7 ?

A. Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) B. India Meteorological Department (IMD) wrwe
AT Ader e de (ISRO) grae fag favmT (IMD)

C. National Disaster Management Authority D. Indian Institute of Tropical Meteorology
(NDMA) v~ =araeT yera= arreraor (NDMA) (M) s IsraRfeariar Jae fagme s (1ITM)

Correct Answer: B

Explanation: The IMD integrated machine learning algorithms with local climatic grids to release highly accurate
hyper-localized (block-level) monsoon forecast models.

Mission Drishti, featuring the world's first OptoSAR (Optical + Synthetic
Aperture Radar) satellite, was launched recently via a SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket. Which
private space firm developed it? o g, SEH =T & 7561 S=ME (OptoSAR - #if=ae +
ferrfes 1997 =) ITUE WTHE &, 8T &7 & S0qUaH Rlodh 9 Tihe & ATTH & o= [RaT 4T oT | §9 &
AT srafver o 7 fasfoa fFar a2

A. GalaxEye feaa=ms B. Skyroot Aerospace =rsse TaEHE

C. Pixxel fy=aer D. Agnikul Cosmos =fi=ger stera

Correct Answer: A

Explanation: Spun out of specialized incubation setups, GalaxEye built and successfully integrated the world's first
sensor multi-imaging payload capable of operating synchronously in radar and optical spectrums.

The Psyche space mission, which was widely discussed in space logs this week,
is associated with which space organization? a@r== (Psyche) siafrer faur, fFasr s arg =iafrar
AT ST T4 §% oY, e o afier @t & g3r8 2

A. ISRO z=r B. NASA sm=r

C. ESA fuaT D. JAXA sr=aT

Correct Answer: B

Explanation: NASA's Psyche mission explores a unique metal-rich asteroid orbiting the Sun between Mars and Jupiter,
collecting core tracking milestones updated in mid-May 2026.
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What unique engineering feature distinguishes India’s first drone thermal
imaging payload, 'Lumira_E40150', developed by EonSpacelabs? sa==ra==1 (EonSpacelabs)
T faafare e & TEer S 99eT SHISHT 94T 'Lumira_E40150' & F4T S-St ST == faeraar S8 e sivdr
7

A. It functions without a battery z= faara=srw#mr  B. It is completely germanium-free == iravz &

C. It uses quantum-dot lasers =z Faier-sie A= &ir D. It can operate at -100°C == -100 feir &feaze
I FAT & FT FTThAT S

Correct Answer: B

Explanation: Traditional thermal imaging elements rely on imported germanium crystals. Lumira_E40150 replaces
germanium lenses with local composite materials, bringing deep self-reliance to defense optics.

The DAMPE (Dark Matter Particle Explorer) satellite, which recently recorded

new cosmic ray data, was developed by which country? =7 (DAMPE - =T& #e7 qTfeded TF=ANY)
IuE, fE &1t &7 § U it ¢ @rafer faon) St fats fau &, fee wor g fasfae g mar o2

A. Japan SmarT B. Russia ==

C. China s= D. United States sz == smftar

Correct Answer: C

Explanation: China's DAMPE satellite, also nicknamed 'Wukong', detected specific, unusual high-energy spectral
signals that help international researchers decode hidden parameters of dark matter particles.

The advanced combat aircraft 'Kaal Bhairava', manufactured in Europe, was
introduced into collaborative strategic drills under which operational framework? 7717 7
e 31 @s1d [aa ‘&1t 33T &7 e IRETaT @i & aad Aednil T fad SNATET 5 ITTHE [T I3 T ?

A. Project 75| grsra= 75l B. Operation 777 == 777

C. Exercise Vayu Shakti snam arg sifee D. Mission Indradhanush faee gsua
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Correct Answer: B

Explanation: The integration and joint simulated strike test of the advanced custom tactical combat platform occurred
seamlessly under the umbrella layout of 'Operation 777'.

The Indian Army declared the year 2026 as the year of what theme? v &=
Y 2026 T fve i (faven) Fav & =7 F 9w fF=ar g2

A. Year of Networking & Data Centricity se=afér B. Year of Indigenous Technology Integration
T ST dHfgadT & a¥ FIHT SRITITET TahHIr &l av

C. Year of Border Infrastructure dmrafara=ar o vaar of Al in Logistics = i S
a5 . AT 7 s

Correct Answer: A

Explanation: The Indian Army declared 2026 as the 'Year of Networking & Data Centricity' to focus heavily on fast-
tracking digitised command networks, encrypted sensor links, and cloud storage paradigms across frontlines.

Union Minister Dr. Jitendra Singh unveiled 'Kisan Kavach'. What is it? == 5=
=t foes fog 7 e Fa=r &1 eeTaer fmar  aE =T E

A. An Al-driven tractor navigation system u= B. A low-interest crop insurance scheme us &=
TS -HTAT edFe? AT FUITetr AT ATAT T A AT AT

C. India's first anti-pesticide bodysuit s &t D. A solar-powered groundwater sensor o= giw
TEAT Uer Aedrss (@1 -1 arsde FSAT FATTAT STed HET

Correct Answer: C

Explanation: Kisan Kavach' is a highly specialized ergonomic protective wear designed natively to ensure farmers do
not inhale toxic chemicals or absorb hazardous compounds during active crop chemical spraying.

The Indian Army recently raised a highly specialized new tactical unit named
after a strategic asset. What is it? s\ 57 7 &1e7 &7 & Us T0{da S90T & 417 7 U AATIH
fafarse 75 amfta s Fr e AT g 1 TE =T e ?

A. 12th Garuda Battalion 124t &2 serfaaT B. 16th Bhairav Battalion 1637 #va getfea=

C. 9th Trishul Regiment 9t farer ¥ D. 21st Pinaka Unit 213t fammer afe
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Correct Answer: B

Explanation: The 16th Bhairav Battalion was recently integrated within army operating grids to serve as a niche
combat-ready surveillance and strategic drone unit.

Canine Distemper disease, which was reported heavily in wildlife circles in
mid-May 2026, is caused by which type of biological agent? 7 2026 & T H g=a=ia geiah i § 72
AT 9 g & 7 e fewew! (Canine Distemper) ST ffe Ta & Sfad Usie & T AT 8 ?

A. Bacteria =T B. Fungi #a=

C. Protozoa wemr=r D. Virus amavea

Correct Answer: D

Explanation: Canine Distemper is a highly contagious, fatal viral ailment impacting wild carnivores, raising alarm
among sanctuary trackers over potential wild tiger population transmission paths.

The Euphrates River, which featured in global water diplomacy news between
May 10-17, originates in which region? o< 10-17 & 1= afvad et Fe-1{d & GHEIT H T&T R T4T
(Euphrates River) f&m &= & fFAeerar 72

A. Armenian Highlands =miif=rs arsei=s B. Tibetan Plateau fasadr ve™

C. Zagros Mountains s & D. Anatolian Plateau smrerfeaa e

Correct Answer: A

Explanation: The Euphrates originates fundamentally in the Armenian Highlands of northeastern Turkey before
tracking downstream across Syria and Iraq, sparking historical geopolitical shared-water accords.

A rare adult tiger sighting was confirmed at the D'Ering Memorial Wildlife
Sanctuary. In which Indian state is this sanctuary located? srsfiar aaT=e a=aia 2RETTS
(D'Ering Memorial Wildlife Sanctuary) & Us genT o0& aTe & ITrefa i give i 78 & | I8 3@ g &
P a e g

A. Sikkim fafesT B. Tripura faqzr

C. Arunachal Pradesh sr=ur=er g=or D. Meghalaya #=me=
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Correct Answer: C

Explanation: The Daying Ering Memorial Wildlife Sanctuary in Arunachal Pradesh recorded a landmark camera-trap
visual confirming active tiger migration corridors inside riverine grasslands.

Lake Tahoe, which faced an ecological assessment review this week due to
rising microplastics, is located in which country? sga arE=hrATi=aT & VT 57 T8 THeIfas
e TaT THTEIT T GIAT d0T aTedr aTar sirer (Lake Tahoe) faer aor & feaa 872

A. United States sgaa == sm@fiar B. Australia =itesfear

C. Russia == D. Canada &=t

Correct Answer: A

Explanation: Lake Tahoe, a deep freshwater alpine lake situated on the state line between California and Nevada in
the United States, was heavily scrutinized for microplastic particle concentrations.

Where was the world’s first ‘Smart Island Monitoring System' launched to
safeguard fragile marine ecosystems? =& &<l Tferfas &= & 7aT & T gfa=r & 95T = e
e S AT e S8t A= [6aT T&T 97 2

A. Maldives areEra B. Galapagos Archipelago s graaas

C. Madagascar #=mme D. Lakshadweep =rergrT

Correct Answer: B

Explanation: The Galdpagos Archipelago deployed a synchronized Al and loT-based marine array to serve as the first
automated illegal fishing and coral degradation tracking framework.

The Tholpetty Wildlife Sanctuary was in the news regarding forest fire
management protocols. Which state houses this sanctuary? a= =i 2RETTT Jradeer
(Tholpetty Wildlife Sanctuary) SITet &T ST Yar s Tl & Sa § G0N & 97 | T8 ST 6 o §
ferae?

A. Kerala &7 B. Maharashtra qemrse

C. Andhra Pradesh =ty wesr D. Karnataka s=e=
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Correct Answer: A

Explanation: Tholpetty Wildlife Sanctuary forms an integral component of the Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary cluster in
Kerala, seeing elevated fire risk operations in mid-May.

The Methane Alert and Response System (MARS) released a global report on
emission leaks. Which international body spearheads MARS? @ 31ete U= freqie fawes
(MARS) 7 Ieai= FeTe ov U afvas Rare siir i & | # 9T siaerse = (e MARS &7 J9eg Far & 2

A. Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change B. United Nations Environment Programme

(IPCC) =msde= (IPCC) (UNEP) sge 7rsg worawor &r=ne (UNEP)
C. World Meteorological Organization (WMO) D. World Wildlife Fund (WWF) fawa a==ta &
farwe wtesT fag dre (WMO) (WWF)

Correct Answer: B

Explanation: The Methane Alert and Response System (MARS) is a satellite-based global monitoring tool built under
the UNEP’s International Methane Emissions Observatory (IMEO).

Which geographical region benefits the most from the precipitation and

moisture carried by 'Western Disturbances' during the Rabi crop cycle? =t % e 5 & aivH
Tfe=sir faemnr' (Western Disturbances) §RT @7 € aNT 21 FHT & e WTiTee & &7 99 orfus @anT gar s 2

A. Northeast India gat<~ wea B. Peninsular India smagrdr wwea

C. Northwest India sovafe=s v D. Coastal Andhra & Odisha a&rm =1 siiv =fear

Correct Answer: C

Explanation: Northwest India, particularly Punjab, Haryana, and western Uttar Pradesh, depends on non-monsoonal
winter and early-summer showers brought by Western Disturbances for optimizing Rabi crops like wheat.

Western Disturbances, which severely altered the weather grid in early May,
originate over which water body before migrating towards India? == #r y&=ra & #ta9 fus &ir
T & F Fae= aTer TIYSHT Frainy, e #iF 20 a5 & 95 (e o (T & $97 IeT—T 819 & 2

A. Caspian Sea #ferm= anme B. Arabian Sea =g anm™

C. Mediterranean Sea == arre D. Persian Gulf wrs #r =rsr
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Correct Answer: C

Explanation: Western Disturbances are extratropical storms that pick up vast vapor and atmospheric moisture
columns directly above the Mediterranean Sea before traversing Central Asia into India.

India experienced a distinct meteorological phenomenon called a 'heatwave
grey-out' in May 2026. What causes this washed-out sky effect? v & 75 2026 7 Eiedd -
amse’ (heatwave grey-out) T Us faferse F1ET SandT et T STT [F3T | ST St STEH & THTT & F4T
FROUTE?

B. A combination of aerosol scattering and

intense dust haze wZrErer TV ST e o7 Wi 9

A. High altitude cirrus clouds blocking the sun

C. Low-level industrial smog inversion f=r=w=#r  D. Volcanic ash moving from East Asia g4t uferar
AT ST ShAT H AT ATAT SATATHSET T

Correct Answer: B

Explanation: A heatwave grey-out occurs when extreme ground heating lifts heavy dust loads into upper layers,
trapping fine PM particles and reflecting daylight into a prominent monochrome grey shade.

Which river flows directly through the Panna Tiger Reserve from a south-to-
north direction? i &7 7<T T=T 2= T d & S F @1 afeor-a-3=7 feur F agar g ?

A. Son | B. Chambal ===

C. Ken &= D. Betwa sqar

Correct Answer: C

Explanation: The Ken River runs straight through the heartland grids of Madhya Pradesh's Panna Tiger Reserve, acting
as the primary water life-source for local flora and fauna populations.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi visited the UAE in mid-May 2026. What were the
two primary bilateral pacts signed during this visit? s T s A€ T 75 2026 F T § HgET
I STARTA (UAE) &T ST [T | 59 AT9T & S (ot &1 I afaTefir qasiiar 97 g=are fe e 2
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A. Maritime Security and Agriculture

Technology e qearm i g Srefirs B. Defence and Energy Pacts arr siv it a==itea

C. Space Exploration and Higher Education D. Semiconductor Trade and Tourism
FHAer ST=YOT AT I== (orafr Development &idseer s 30 e faam

Correct Answer: B

Explanation: The official visits formalized crucial strategic protocols expanding direct long-term defense sourcing,
technology sharing, and extended green and fossil fuel infrastructure setups.

Which prominent Indian illustrator was honored with the prestigious Pulitzer
Prize 2026? f&e wi@= v fa=r& (illustrator) &r sfafsed gfeese 7ea 2026 & F#HTHT [T 74T 2

A. Orijit Sen =fisia &= B. Anand RK == s+

C. Rohan Chakravarty & s=ra«t D. Priya Kuriyan frar #ft==r

Correct Answer: B

Explanation: Anand RK won the Pulitzer Prize 2026 under the lllustrated Reporting and Commentary category for
exceptional graphic storytelling detailing sensitive global narratives.

Along with illustrator Anand RK, which Indian journalist shared the Pulitzer
Prize 2026 recognition? =& =g s7a & AT [T YA 9@ 7 Jefoa? TOER 2026 i AT=dT

AT & ?
A. Rana Ayyub v sr=ga B. Suparna Sharma gaurt st
C. Pasi Sainath wrr ar=mer D. Barkha Dutt swara=r

Correct Answer: B

Explanation: Journalist Suparna Sharma shared the joint Pulitzer entry with illustrator Anand RK, adding a historical
feather to investigative, graphic-led collaborative reportage globally.

What is the central theme of India's first Culture Working Group meeting
organized under the BRICS Presidency 2026? BRICS YHISHT 2026 & dad AATTSTd M &l Taeil
dewfa @ @97 (Culture Working Group) &T de@ & H%&q fav #T 7 ?
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A. Heritage Protection in the Digital Era fsfseer B. Building for Resilience, Innovation,

: Cooperation and Sustainability &=, 7am=m,
T H favree &t |@veror T A el 3 Forer o
C. Fostering South-South Cultural Exchange D. Creative Economies and Sustainable
Fferor-afaror Aremfas SRS & agrar 241 Tourism ==Teas TIHTEITT 3T qaq TheT

Correct Answer: B

Explanation: The official sessions organized inside historical venues highlighted 'Building for Resilience, Innovation,
Cooperation and Sustainability' across partner nations.

Two brand new species of jumping spiders, Diaphanes meghalayanus and
Diaphanes mawlynnong, were discovered by researchers in India. To which biological
category do they belong? smaedT=i g7 WIa & ST SITEST (FaT aTelT Aafsar) & af faeher 95
TATTAET, SR HETAITE 3 ST AT A= &6 @ &l TS | I9THS € 7 7 ffve Sfas ot & et
Bl

A. Spiders s=sr B. Fireflies sprp
C. Beetles ¥y @) D. Lacewings @& ffare

Correct Answer: B

Explanation: Though colloquially nicknamed after jumping patterns in news highlights, taxonomists formally recorded
these specimens under the specific bioluminescent Fireflies (Diaphanes genus) classification grid.

India hosted a multi-layered joint domestic military training and deployment

exercise in the northeastern hills. What was the name of this exercise? ww7a = 7af=v &
TRTTSHT & UF a5 =T S q0e] 8 T A7 AT IR dht TAGFT | ST IAATH &7 AT F9T 9T 2

A. Exercise Vajra Prahar =name a=r wg© B. Exercise Pragati snam wrfa
C. Exercise Eastern Bridge sname e=+ fast D.?\EXGFCISG Nomadic Elephant s amafem

Correct Answer: B

Explanation: The multi-force internal integration and swift dynamic responses exercise was successfully conducted
under the code-name 'Exercise Pragati'.
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The Chitra Pournami Festival, which attracted millions of pilgrims in mid-May
2026, is primarily celebrated in which Indian state? == 2026 & 7= & @@t ArE=T=AT &7 ARV
&Y areAT =T IfET SR (Chitra Pournami Festival) 7% €9 & fd WA T § AT ST6T 7 2

A. Kerala #ver B. Andhra Pradesh =t sesr

C. Tamil Nadu afae=rs D. Karnataka #=tes

Correct Answer: C

Explanation: Chitra Pournami is a key traditional festival celebrated across prominent temple sites in Tamil Nadu to
observe the stellar positioning of the full moon.

The Mahua flower festival, natively called the 'Ippa Puvvu Panduga’, was
celebrated with cultural fervor by tribal groups in which state? mg=1 %t 30ee, S ger =0 &
THT 757 959 (Ippa Puvvu Panduga) FET ST &, ffe T & ATfeameT S9aT g1 aiehidd IcdTs & drel 7741
™ ?

A. Odisha =rfewr B. Chhattisgarh z=fae

C. Telangana =T D. Jharkhand smw=s

Correct Answer: C

Explanation: The Koya and Gond tribes across northern regions of Telangana celebrate 'lppa Puvvu Panduga' to mark
the auspicious harvesting period of forest-based Mahua blooms.

The World Happiness Report 2026 was formally released on the international
stage. Which country maintained its top position as the world's happiest nation? fava
TH =T 791 2026 (World Happiness Report 2026) fq=TR® €7 & AqETSe & § I TN &l T | R gor =
AT & a9 GUETA 97 6 €T H 9T I S R T@T ?

A. Iceland =r=ae= B. Denmark ==&
C. Finland fe=ei= D. Switzerland feesve=

Correct Answer: C

Explanation: Finland secured the number one rank yet again in the World Happiness Report 2026, scored optimally
across institutional trust, safety, and personal welfare indices.
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The invasive 'buff-tip moth' has recently emerged as a significant biological
threat to agriculture in the high-altitude cold deserts of Ladakh. What biological trait
makes it dangerous? == TH-feT AT (buff-tip moth) ETeT &7 H AETT & 3= S9T8 aTdl 88 e &
FY & [T U A5l Sifas @av & €7 § ST & | &I 97 SAfaad [qurydr 56 GavTd a=rar g 2

B. Its polyphagous nature allows it to rapidly

A. It injects toxins into groundwater tables == consume diverse plant species saar ag et

TeT & H faTeT ey gredr g (polyphagous) Sfe 3& fafyr=r Tt &r Jirfa=t &7 asir &
o . D. It selectively destroys root nodules of

C. It blocks solar panels with silk webbing == . - . .

e & STAT & §I AT il ATEg FaT & Ls{%:gnesagg T & R AT A A A T

Correct Answer: B

Explanation: Being highly polyphagous, the buff-tip moth larvae can feed extensively on multiple unrelated
horticultural crops and local wild shrub varieties, severely disrupting fragile desert agro-ecosystems.
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